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be a burden to himself and others. But we must not
confound him with the serious, though perhaps eccentric
student who shuns the paths of men, and delights in the
river side, and the slope of the grassy bank, and the
shade of protecting elms. In their efforts to get rid of
the lounger, schoolmasters are in danger of throwing out
the child with the bath, and of tearing up wheat and ^
tares together with the same impetuous grasp. Wliat
are the results of a training of this lundi* A healthy
mind in a healthy body. But the healthy body is too
often fitted only to exist in the open air, and will break
down under the strain of a sedentary profession, while
the healthy mind has no furniture but a complex of
prejudices which passes under the name of common
sense.
Examples are not wanting in the senate and elsewhere
of public school and university men whose laborious lives
have been the appropriate sequel of a more laborious
youth. But our modern public school boy too often knows
no such experience. His path of virtuous progress is
marked out with fences and sign-posts, the road is mac-
adamised with guides and extract books, and made smooth
and easy by marks and examinations. Nothing is left to
his own enterprise and ingenuity, he can always tell
exactly where he is, and is sure to receive at the end of
the measured mile the applause of his approving backers.
He knows how to get up anything. He is convinced that
the whole duty of life is to be doing something, that is, to
be going in for some competition. To sit in an easy
chair and read a book is laziness in his eyes. His con-
versation and his thoughts are almost entirely about
games. There is, doubtless, much to admire in this purely
English product; he is far superior in manliness and
rigour to a Frenchman or an Italian. But as he advances

